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The lecture, entitled Dmitry Venevitinov: The Birth of Philosophy out of the Spirit of the 

Enlightenment, is devoted to the origin and basic characteristics of Russian philosophy.   

         In the research literature there are different points of view on the interrelation of 

Russian philosophy and the Enlightenment. According to the first one, the appearance 

of Russian philosophy is rigidly connected with the ideology of the French 

Enlightenment. The second one denies a direct link. 

         According to the first point of view, it is impossible to talk about authentic 

Russian philosophy until the Enlightenment. Only with the dissemination of ideas of the 

French Enlightenment, which was initiated by the Russian Empress Catherine II, does 

independent philosophical thought in Russia appear. But in this case we mean 

institutionalized philosophy, that is, philosophy as a Cultural Institute.  

         The second perspective looks at philosophy as a universal anthropological 

phenomenon of human existence, which is not associated with a specific culture. In this 

regard, it is given by the views of Martin Heidegger, who said that philosophy is not the 

privilege of anyone, but it belongs to everyone. In his view, philosophy is 

philosophizing. 

         In this lecture the second approach is clarified in detail. It argues that the 

Enlightenment does not produce philosophy itself, but creates conditions for the 

emergence of philosophy as an institution of culture. Thereby the ideas of Dmitry 

Venevitinov are thoroughly considered here, because he was one of the first to state the 

question of the main features of Russian philosophy. In his article On the state of the 

Enlightenment in Russia he said about the necessity of philosophy for national identity 

and for the development of national culture. 

         Venevitinov`s special merit is that he understood that Russian culture needs to 

assimilate the metaphysical language of Western philosophy, in order to define its 



national identity. Russian culture has found its own special language - the language of 

moral philosophy. This language manifested itself most clearly in the literature. 

         The works of Dmitry Venevitinov show that Russian philosophy is deeply 

connected with literature. This typological feature of Russian philosophy was discussed 

by many distinguished philosophers and historians of philosophy, including Boris 

Yakovenko, Semyon Frank, Alexey Losev, Boris Vysheslavtsev etc. 

         Precisely in this sense we can speak of the birth of Russian philosophy out of the 

spirit of the Enlightenment, as far as the Enlightenment creates an environment in which 

the very question of philosophy appears. And the question of the language of 

philosophy becomes a major issue.  
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